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<Abstract>

Alexander A. Pieters’s Revision
for the Korean Revised Version (1938) Old Testament:
A Comparative Study of Genesis Chapter 1 of the Korean Old
Testament (1930) and the Korean Revised Version (1938)

Hwan Jin Yi

(Methodist Theological University)

Alexander A. Pieters began his mission work in Korea as a colporteur in 1895.
He also translated and published “A]3 % Q”(Shi-Pyeon-Chal-Yo) in 1898,
which is a selection of Psalms translated into Korean. This is the first Old
Testament translation in Korean, and has also heavily influenced Ilater
translations of the book of Psalms.

The Korean Bible Society decided to revise the Korean Old Version in 1911
because the Old Version was translated by a few translators who had no
knowledge of original biblical languages. The revision for the Korean Revised
Version progressed in three stages: (1) J. S. Gale's period (1911-1925), (2) W.
M. Baird's period (1926-1931), and (3) A. A. Pieters's period (1931-1937). As
such, Pieters served as the main reviser at the final stage of the revision work
because of his deep knowledge of Hebrew. He worked with Won Mo Yi (©]¢
X)) and W. D. Reynolds.

Some characteristics of the revision by Pieters’s team for the KRV OT as
observed in chapter one of Genesis are as follows:

(1) Pieters’s team tried to reflect every aspect of the Hebrew Bible word by
word. Especially every occurrence of the Hebrew Elohim in Genesis translated
as 32 (Hananim) in the revision (1:2, 17, 25).

(2) Hebrew verbs in Yigtol were translated as the third person imperative
cause to do (‘*+-3}A| 3F2}) (1:6, 14) or as the second person imperative (‘- 3}
2}’) in Korean (1:9, 11, 24).

(3) Mistranslation of the earlier translation is revised correctly (1:30).

(4) Sentences in revision uniformly end with —4 2} (-nira) or -T] 2}(-deora)

(1:1-3 etc.). Compared with the earlier translation, these endings tend to
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reinforce objectivity or something descriptive.

(5) Some elements of the Hebrew Bible are omitted (1:11), while some
elements outside of the Hebrew Bible are added (1:5, 13, 31).

(6) Ahrae ah vowel (the dot under the consonant) is removed, following the
orthography of that time (1:1 etc.).

(7) Small letters and parentheses are used (1:15, 16, 24).

(8) Sentences get longer (1:11-12) or shorter (1:14, 28).



